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calling of the constitutional convention,
Would such a campalgn Include the
disclogure of the detalls of the plan, if
the Gray Commission has one, of how

attend an Integrated Virginia publie
| school®

If there ls such a plan and Governor
Stanley knows how it would be admin-
istered and In what bulldings and at
what costs, he missed an ideal oppor
tunity to @isclose it o the General
Assembly. His brief message to the
special seaslon possessed dignity of
diction but disclosed nothing except the
intent of the Gray Commiasion's legisla-
tive design. “No pupll” sald the Gov-
ernor, "would be required to attend any
school, open to Negro and white chil
| dren, againat the wishes of his parents,
and Jocalities temporarily without pub-
lice schools would still have some
means of educating their children.”
With this statement of purposs, bat
without any statement of plan, the
Governor asked the speglal session to
pass the Gray Commission's pilot bill
as an emergency act.

Senator Garland Gray himself
addressed the General Assembly but
dealt only In the most general way
with the program his commission has
@eommended, His personal appeal was
largely a plea that the entire State
understand the perplexing dilemma of
the Southside countips. He did not
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degree of Integration i any school the
parents of hundreds of children, might
elect 1o withdraw them from school
and draw from the Statg tuitlon pay-
ments for their education. Under such
2 nebulous plan there might be thous
ands of Virginia school children for
whom there were po schools. At Jeast
neither the Gray Commission nor Gov.
ernor Stanley has given any Intimation
of what kind of private school system
is being planned for them

Such & chaotic prospect ls dark and
dismaying. Governor Stanley cannot
expect Virginlans to vote for the calling
of a constitutional convention to pro-
vide for the setting up of an alternate
school system In Virgiola without a
chart or deslgn for that system. Vir
ginlans, and especially the educational
leaders of the State, must rise to the
challenge of discussion. The future of
the public school system is at stake
and shat means the future of literacy
and the skills upon which progress In
a State of growing Industrialization |
depend, The people of Virginia should |
not be expected to vole for the Gray |
Commission’s program as the best pro- |
gram until it is made clear and compre- |
hensible, or until It is given a meaning
In terms of practical administration |
which it does not now possess. |
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